I N T R O D U C I N G S C O N S E R , S T R AT H A I R D A N D T O R R I N

A grand landscape boasting acres of regenerating woodland
and the spectacular Cuillin Hills
The John Muir Trust looks after three adjoining estates on southern Skye – Sconser,
Strathaird and Torrin – comprising dramatic mountains, rugged coastline, woodland,
important peatlands and crofting land. The area covers 12,044 hectares (29,761 acres)
between the Cuillin Hills and Broadford with more than 80 per cent of Strathaird and
Torrin falling within the Cuillin Hills National Scenic Area.
Torrin and Sconser estates include most of the Red Cuillin hills, while Strathaird contains
outliers to the main Black Cuillin ridge including Bla Bheinn. On the western edge of
Strathaird is Loch Coruisk, one of Scotland’s most dramatic inland lochs, which has
inspired writers and artists from Walter Scott to JMW Turner.
Our properties on Skye cover some of the UK’s best wild land and are home to wildlife
such as greenshank, otters, golden and sea eagles. Indeed, this area has one of the densest
populations of eagles anywhere in the UK nesting among its mountains.
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The peatland includes actively growing
blanket bog that is a priority habitat under
the EU Habitats Directive. Deep layers of peat
take thousands of years to form and provide
a home for a range of plants and animals
that have adapted to the acidic, waterlogged
conditions. Peatlands also help to maintain
good water quality and are an important
carbon store.

The Cuillin represent the deeply eroded roots
of volcanoes active 60 million years ago.

Fine native woodlands of hazel, ash and
hawthorn have survived at Kilbride and Leac
nan Craobh. Along the coast, and on gullies and
other steep ground, there are other semi-natural
woods, mostly on land under crofting tenure.

SKYE: A WILD PL ACE

A guide to

•

The hills that form the Red and Black Cuillin are the deeply eroded
roots of large volcanoes that were active 60 million years ago.

Sconser, Strathaird
and Torrin on Skye

•

The Red Cuillin are formed of granite and glow red in the sun.
The Black Cuillin, which includes Bla Bheinn (Blaven) and other
hills to the west, are comprised of mainly gabbro, a grey or brown
crystalline rock, interspersed with smooth and slippery basalt.

•

The most dramatic scenery in the area – formed by terminal
moraines, extensive scree and frost-shattered rocks – was created
between 11,000 –10,000 years ago.

•

People have been on Skye for more than 6000 years. A survey
revealed more than 300 archeological sites, including some of the
best documented ancient settlements on the west coast of Scotland.

•

After the failure of the 1745 Jacobite uprising, Bonnie Prince Charlie
crossed these lands before escaping by boat to France. Disguised as
a servant and with Hanoverian troops in pursuit, he travelled from
the head of Loch Slapin to Elgol.

(Sgonnsar, Àird an t-Sratha, Na Torrain)
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John Muir Trust properties
www.johnmuirtrust.org

The Trust’s working to improve habitats by
reducing grazing pressure from deer and sheep.

E X PLORING OUR L AND ON SKYE

A car park at the foot of Bla Bheinn
enables people to access the path to
the mountain. There is further parking
towards Elgol on the B8083, just beyond
Strathaird. From here you can access the
south ridge of Bla Bheinn, Camasunary,
Loch Coruisk, Sligachan and the
Black Cuillin.
The village of Elgol provides another
starting point where you can follow the
coastal path west through Glen Scaladal,
an old Viking settlement and area of
high geological interest.
In Sconser, there’s a path that goes
south past Marsco to Camasunary with
a deviation that branches southwest
at Ruadh Stac to take you over
Druim Hain to Loch Coruisk.
The map on this leaflet is for illustrative
purposes only and is not intended for
navigation.

MANAGING THE L AND

our properties:

Working to restore the natural landscape and biodiversity
of the area
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The John Muir Trust is working to improve habitats and encourage a more natural
landscape by reducing the number of grazing animals such as red deer and sheep.
This will, in time, enable a range of native plant life and bryophytes (mosses) to flourish.
Deer are an essential part of the ecosystem but high populations of deer have a negative
impact on habitats through overgrazing and trampling.
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When the Trust bought Strathaird, much of the
property consisted of alien conifers, predominantly
Sitka spruce. Over the past 12 years, we’ve worked
to transform these uniform blocks of planting into
native broadleaf woodland. Many of the new trees
have grown up naturally, although careful planting
has taken place in areas where there’s a lack of seed
source. As well as creating an area of beautiful native
woodland, this process has allowed more light onto
the forest floor stimulating a richer biodiversity.
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Trust staff and volunteers work to repair and maintain
paths, clear litter, and monitor habitats. They also work
to reduce the impact of existing commercial forestry
and encourage the regeneration of native woodland.
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SANDWOOD
QUINAG
SCONSER, STRATHAIRD
AND TORRIN ON SKYE
LI AND COIRE DHORRCAIL,
KNOYDART
BEN NEVIS
EAST SCHIEHALLION
GLENLUDE

the clearest
way into the
universe
is through
a forest
wilderness.

Trust staff and volunteers work hard to
enhance habitats that support a wealth
of fascinating wildlife.

john muir

J O HN MUI R TRU S T P R OP E RTI E S

Protecting and enhancing our wild land for generations to come
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The John Muir Trust is the leading wild land conservation charity in the UK. We love wild
places and are dedicated to protecting and improving them for people and wildlife. Over
10,000 members support us in our work.

If you care about the natural world,
please join us
www.johnmuirtrust.org
membership@jmt.org
01796 470080
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